Ministry of Energy and Mines

200-2985 Airport Rd.

Kamloops, BC  V2B 7W8

November 5, 2008

Re: Sand and Gravel mine Application – Pyman Rd/Goudie Rd, Kelowna, BC

Attention: Joe Siquem

Dear Mr. Siquem;

We are writing this letter due to our concerns about the application received by the Ministry of Energy and Mines on February 5, 2008 for a Sand and Gravel Mine at the location noted on the attached copy of the application.  There was a sign posted in May at the bottom of Pyman Road, which caused much angst in our community regarding the notation that we had a ‘30 day window’ to do anything about it.  We were ‘placated’ about the time frame with the response that the ‘30 day window’ indicated on the sign was ‘not legit’, as the applicant’s paperwork had not yet been received and made available to the public…  More recently (October), a new sign has been erected at the same site – dated May 8 (I believe), 2008, stating again that we have this ‘30 day window’.  30 days from when???   
There are many reasons why this is a deplorable location for a gravel pit.  The first one being it is too close to an existing community.  Though the so called entrance to the pit is being identified as Pyman Road, in reality the actual pit(s) are going to be right off of Goudie Road.  Many of the properties surrounding the proposed sites (see attached map), already don’t have enough water.  Though the application notes ‘recycled water’ will be used, where will this ‘recycled water’ come from?  I find it curious that the proposed sites are in such close proximity of Prather Creek.  Is this were the applicant plans to take water from, or dig wells near, to create ‘water sprays’ to aid in eliminating dust?  If indeed, I cannot see that this will have a positive impact on Prather Creek’s ecosystem or its possible influence on the water supply to the residences surrounding it.  Regarding the dust, who is going to enforce the control of it via whatever means are approved?  It is my understanding that this type of gravel pit might be inspected once a year, but more likely once every two years…  The dust will be a major health hazard to the people in the communities in the area and to the wildlife.  The wind will carry this dust for many kilometers; some of it will be too fine to realize we are even breathing it in.  What will be the radon content?  How will it affect the health of those with existing respiratory issues or even the rest of us, including children, who will breathe this dust for potentially 27 years?
Safety is an additionally huge concern.  It is no secret that Hwy 33 is already dangerous.  It is narrow with no passing lanes.  We already have problems with tankers and chip trucks.  People get frustrated with these slow moving vehicles and pass on solid lines and on corners.  Hwy 33 needs to be upgraded to handle its existing traffic, including the addition of Big White traffic in the winter and the increased traffic due to the developments in the Black Mountain area, before we add potentially 100 gravel trucks (would be 200 trips to and from) to the chaos.  In addition to the amount of traffic, the flow needs to be addressed.  How safe is it going to be to have these trucks making left hand turns onto Pyman Road, which in addition, is not that far from a corner?  Unfortunately, the improvement of Hwy 33 will not necessarily make it safer – a wider highway usually increases the speed of traffic.  How many vehicles are going to speed past the elementary school at Gallaghers Road?  How many loaded trucks are going to be able to stop in time with children on the road, crossing the street, vehicles pulling out onto the highway or turning off?  Gravel trucks are notorious for being one of the poorest maintained vehicles on the road.  In addition to the truck itself, there’s the concern of debris flying off the load and from the wheels of these trucks – this debris will litter the highway and increase the chances of broken windshields or more, not to mention, motorcycles easily lose control with loose gravel on pavement.
The safety issues are not limited to Hwy 33 itself.  The application says ‘no fuel stored on site’.  Even if it’s not stored on site, trucks have to bring fuel to the equipment, so they will be traveling the highway.  Are they going to go to the site, fill up the equipment then leave?  Not likely.  You can bet these ‘fuel transport trucks’ will sit at the site at least during the hours of operation.  Here we now have a fire hazard – should a fire occur, this would be devastating with residences and heavily forested areas being so nearby.  If fuel and/or oil are spilled, we want to know the process used that will effectively clean them up so they do not leach into the ground or nearby water sources.  Speaking of fuel, there will be diesel fumes polluting the air from the site equipment and the gravel trucks themselves.  Add this to the health hazard already mentioned with regards to dust.
Other concerns important to us and the community are quality of life.  The families, who live in the area surrounding the proposed sites, have chosen to live here for a reason; peace and quiet, the beauty of nature, the love of the outdoors and the fresh air.  Noise carries up here and the equipment working at these sites will sound like it is in each of our back yards.  Beauty… many residences face or look straight down into the proposed sites.  We have much wildlife up here, how will it be affected?  How many deer and bird species etc. will be driven from the area only to over populate other areas and spread disease as a result of?  Many of us hike and horseback ride near and around the sites to ‘get back to nature’, what a loss to have this free and accessible ‘therapy’ taken away.  It is bad enough that we’ve had to accept the recent development of the once beautiful Tower Ranch area so close to us.  Fresh air – I cannot see that important aspect of our lives being preserved if this project is approved.  Lastly, for those who need or want to move, are there guarantees that there property values will not be affected?  No, of course there are not.
We live on Huckleberry Road and do not want the health and safety of ourselves and others to be affected by this gravel pit should it be approved.  If it is approved, I want to know what procedures/rules are going to be put in place and how and who is going to enforce them to the standards our community will deem acceptable.

We would appreciate it if you could take the time to inform us of the status of the aforementioned application and what, if anything, we can do to prevent the project from going through.

Sincerely,

Jim & Lee Turner

2081 Huckleberry Road

Kelowna, BC  V1P 1M4

Ph: 250-491-3369

e-mail: jtandlc@telus.net

