Statement from Kelowna Mayor Sharon Shepherd on Three Forks Gravel Pit

Yet again another gravel pit appears to be negatively impacting a community! 

Over the last number of years there have been a number of proposals for gravel pits in our region that caused neighbourhood concerns. These proposals also caused residents to spend many hours of volunteer time in sorting through the application process as well as lobbying all levels of government to listen to their issues. Concerns ranged from decreasing air quality, environment damage, water source (both ground and above ground) health impacts, road safety and potential damage, visual impacts, reclamation plans and in general the effect on quality of life for the area.

I was in recent discussion with the Ministry of Highways and there are plans for Highway 33 improvement plans over the next few years but initially these will be closer to the urban area of Black Mountain in the Rutland community. I am very concerned with increases in gravel truck traffic on a highway that definitely needs more allocated dollars to address the sections where there continues to be so many serious accidents and unfortunately deaths. 

It is important for the residents of your community to invite the Minister responsible for the gravel pit mining application and the MLA of the area to come and visit the site and the neighbourhood. I found this a very successful approach in my community. 

There has also been a commitment by the region for the development of a provincial red, yellow, and green land allocation in identifying where gravel pits should be located. 

A gravel pit plan has been done a number of years ago in the region in recognition for the need of gravel and it is definitely time to advocate for the next step which must involve community input in identifying suitable gravel extraction areas and under what circumstances these can occur. They must all include suitable land reclamation plans as well as the off-site impacts that must be addressed prior to any application being approved. 

I am particularly concerned about this application because of its potential negative impact on the Mission Creek water source which is a vital link to the Okanagan water system. In closing, I am sorry that I could not attend this evening as your concerns are very important and the gravel operation affects both our communities. 

I look forward to hearing the results of your meeting and will support you in your endeavours in any way that I can.
Mayor Sharon Shepherd
