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The coalition of Okanagan groups opposed to urban mining in residential areas generated this proposal in answer to requests from the Honorable MLAs, Rick Thorpe and Al Horning.  These zones are based on a review of the Abbotsford model, RDCO Aggregate Supply and Demand Study, gravel pit regulation in North American jurisdictions, lawsuit outcomes and haul route criteria.  

Proposed Urban Mining Zones for the Central Okanagan
Red Zone – Environmental or residential protection zone   – no mining if:
· the proposed pit is within 500 m of the nearest residence OR

· sections of the proposed pit area or haul route have been identified as ESA1 or parkland OR
· the proposed pit area is in a groundwater recharge zone/groundwater protection zone OR

· a significant, documented health risk is posed by any combination of  dust, compromised water supply, contaminants, trucking hazards or noise disturbance OR 

· the proposed pit footprint is in the ALR and would reduce agricultural potential OR

· the viewscape is permanently damaged or can be viewed from an urban center or Okanagan Lake OR

· haul route is unsuitable (type C low volume roads or less)  

Yellow  Zone – Mining possible with significant restrictions if

· the proposed pit is within 1000 m of the nearest residence  OR

· the proposed pit area/haul route has been identified as ESA2 OR

· the proposed pit area is adjacent to surface or groundwater features 

· health risk  posed by any combination of  dust, compromised water supply, contaminants, trucking hazards or noise disturbance can be managed through restrictions OR
· the impact to the viewscape is minimal or the impact can be remediated within 5 years  OR
· the haul route will bear limited hauling (type B medium volume roads)
Green Zone – Responsible mining is acceptable if

· the proposed pit is more than 1000 m of the nearest residence or in an area zoned for industrial use  AND

· the proposed pit area/haul route has been identified as ESA3 or less AND

· the proposed pit area is not within 50 m of  surface or groundwater features  AND 

· health risk is unlikely via any combination of  dust, compromised water supply, trucking hazards, contaminants or noise disturbance AND  

· the haul route is type B, C, or an unpaved, designated industrial route AND
· extension of the mining permit by more than 3-4 months or expansion of the approved foot print by more than 10% would trigger a review with public input 
· plans for ultimate, achievable reclamation are submitted  
  This proposal would not replace existing bylaws and would mesh with Official Community Plans and provide a basis for establishing Development Permit Areas. 
