Tussock Moth Aerial Spray Program Notification 


The Regional District of Central Okanagan plans to begin an aerial pesticide spray application program to manage an infestation of the Douglas-fir Tussock Moth, weather conditions and insect development permitting, on June 3rd or on the next subsequent day that conditions allow.

Under a Pesticide Use Permit issued by the Ministry of Environment, the Regional District will apply the licensed biological pesticide Foray 48B (active ingredient B.t.k) by low flying helicopter starting at sunrise and may continue for several hours while conditions support continued treatment.  Three areas of the regional district electoral areas have been identified as high priority for treatment of the moth caterpillars/larvae by the Ministry of Forests and Range.

These areas include approximately 1,060-hectares of public and private lands with landowner consent, in the Trepanier Valley of the Central Okanagan West Electoral Area (including Coldham and Trepanier Greenway Regional Parks), a rural interface area in upper Ellison within the Central Okanagan East Electoral Area abutting Crown lands and Stephen’s Coyote Ridge Regional Park in the upper Glenmore area of the City of Kelowna.

Signs have been posted at entrances to all three Regional Parks included in the spraying program giving advance notification of the possible health issues related to the moth and the intention to spray.  Local media will be alerted in advance of any planned date for spraying and the temporary closure of affected Regional Parks before, during and after any aerial pesticide application.  Spray information and updates will be also available on the Regional District website regionaldistrict.com and the Tussock Moth Information Line 250-469-6266.

When notice of spraying is provided, residents and individuals in the treatment area, whether their property is sprayed or not, should follow these recommendations to minimize exposure to the aerial application of the pesticide.

· Before treatment cover swimming pools, sand lots and put away children’s and pet toys.

· If applicable, shelter pets and livestock and keep them out of the treatment area during spraying and at least 30 minutes afterward.

· During spraying, stay indoors with windows and doors closed and for at least 30 minutes afterwards.  

· Persons with respiratory ailments or other health concerns may also wish to restrict their exposure to the products during any aerial spray application.

· After aerial application, residents within treatment areas should wash all fruit and vegetables from home gardens before eating.

· Wipe down children’s play structures and any other structures used by children.

· The spray does not cause damage to automobile, house, boat or trailer paints or finishes.  If left to harden it can be removed with water but may require more effort.  The sooner it is washed off, the easier it is to remove.

The permit and associated maps for the spray program are available for viewing at the Regional District office, 1450 KLO Road in Kelowna (weekdays 8:00 am to 4:00 pm excluding holidays) or on the Regional District website, regionaldistrict.com (select What’s New).  The website also has links to more information and documents regarding the Douglas fir Tussock Moth, the pesticide B.t.k and the RDCO and Ministry of Forests and Range spray programs.  There is also a link to the HealthLinkBC website www.healthlinkbc.ca/kbaltindex.asp and a Health File on ‘Spraying for the gypsy moth’ (www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthfiles/hfile90.stm).  Information from public health nurses is also available 24 hours a day by dialing HealthLinkBC at 8-1-1.

Information may also be obtained from the Penticton office of the Ministry of Environment at 250-490-8200 or visiting the Ministry’s Integrated Pest Management webpage at www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/ipmp/ or the Pest Management Regulatory Agency website www.hc-sc.gc.ca/cps-spc/pest/index-eng.php.  

The Regional District is working in conjunction with the City of Kelowna and Ministry of Forests and Range in coordination of this aerial spraying program.  The infestation of Douglas-fir Tussock Moth has been identified by the Ministry of Forests and Range on forested Crown land and public and private properties in these high priority areas.  The insect defoliates and kills trees very quickly posing a fire hazard but may also cause health issues with humans, dogs and horses through a condition known as Tussockosis, related to the hairs of the moth.  Some people suffer mild allergic type reactions ranging from general itchiness, watery eyes and skin rashes while in rare instances more severe respiratory conditions are possible.
-30-

